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On behalf of my family including our son Matt, our daughter Sara and my wife Barbara, we all

wish to express our deepest condolences and sadness at the death of our dear friend, Shoji Naruse.

Shoji was a trained neurosurgeon. He told me that early in his career he developed a medical
problem which prevented him from practicing neurosurgery in the clinical environment. There-

fore, he decided to do research and he learned about the biological uses of NMR around 1980.

Shoji Naruse was one of the very first physicians in the world to recognize the potential of nu-
clear magnetic resonance to study the brain. His very early studies showing that 3'P-NMR spec-
troscopy could detect changes in the brain after stroke was a pioneering and very highly impact-
ful work. In my opinion, much of what today we call “neuroscience” comes out of Shoji’s innovative

and pioneering studies.

Our family was privileged to meet with Shoji and his family during our first trip to Japan in
about 1986, and he arranged for a very memorable visit of our family to view the special garden
in the Kiyomizu Dera Temple in Kyoto. We have never forgotten this special experience and we

still remember this as one of the special events for our family.

I was honored that Shoji chose to spend his Sabbatical year working with me in my laboratory
at the University of California in San Francisco. We remember very special times when Shoji
brought his entire family, including his two young children to our home in Mill Valley. We always
laugh when we remember how well-behaved Japanese children were, in contrast to the often-noisy

behavior of American children.

After Shoji returned to Japan, he arranged for a number of young physicians to come to San
Francisco to work with our team including Andrew Maudsley. My wife and I often met with Shoji

and visited his home during some visits to Kyoto.

Shoji had a particular interest in MR Spectroscopy, in contrast to most clinicians who focused
on the MRI aspects. He joined the faculty at Meiji University of Oriental Medicine and continued

MR Spectroscopy studies of the human brain for research and also clinical diagnosis.
In recent years, Shoji's work and my work went in different directions, and we didn't see each
other so often. However, during my last visit to Kyoto in the Fall of 2023, I was able to visit Shoji

in the hospital. At that time he was in the advanced stages of Parkinson's disease.

I always considered Shoji a very close friend. He and I had a number of private conversations
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where we discussed the differences between Japanese and American culture, and all the things
that we had in common, especially a love for our families, our dedication to science and medicine,

and a desire to help make the world a better place.

I hope that these words provide some comfort to Shoji’s family. All in our family mourn the loss.

With the greatest respects, . .
Michael Weiner
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